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Mora na maidine dhuit - From The Chieftain

When we (as in Natalie) pub-
lished our first O’Driscoll newslet-
ter, “The Shamrock” in February,
the Clan Gathering seemed
months away...and it was. And
now, in just a few weeks, we'll be
in Baltimore. My request for in-
formation for this second edition
received a significant number of
articles. Hopefully | remembered
to send all the ones | received
along to Natalie. Thank you eve-
ryone who got in touch.

You will find the agenda for this
year's Gathering in this edition
but I caution that it may change
slightly between now and June
25" As the date moves closer,
check the website at http://
www.baltimore.iel/l
baltimore festivals _west cork/
odriscoll.html for the latest ver-
sion.

| also urge everyone to check this
website, http://
www.skibbheritage.com/ and
take time to familiarize your-

selves with the Centre and its
activities. The Skibbereen Heri-
tage Centre was chosen this year
to host the first National Famine
Memorial Day. That speaks vol-
umes for the role that Skibbereen
and the surrounding communi-
ties, including Baltimore, had
forced on them by the ‘Great
Hunger.”

| hope everyone takes time to
read Eamon Lankford’s article on
the Cape Clear Museum, and
that those of us attending the
Gathering make a point of visiting
the Museum during our day trip
to Clear Island.

Lastly, as | complete my term as
Clan Chieftain, | want to thank
the Baltimore 2000 Committee
and the citizens of Baltimore for
their hospitality that makes our
annual family get-together such a
grand party. | hope that every
O'Driscoll, Driscoll, Driskell, and
all those, regardless of surname,
that have O’Driscoll blood, have

the opportunity to attend a Gather-
ing or at least visit Baltimore and
the Islands, because once you do,
you will know why so many of us
make the trip every year.

Health and long life to you all,
cousins! May your glass be al-
ways full and your heart ever light.

Bruce Driscoll
Clan Chieftain




THE SHAMROCK—IRISH NEWS

Cork roads funding slashed by further

€400,000

FUNDING for Cork's
roads, which was cut by
almost €2.5 million last
month, has been slashed
by a further €400,000.
Fine Gael ClIr John But-
timer said the cuts will
force city officials to tear
up a list of road improve-
ment projects agreed
last December based on
projected funding sup-
plied by central govern-
ment.

Councillors across the
city's six electoral wards
agreed at the time to
essential roads resurfac-
ing, footpath renewal,
improvements in public
realm and enhanced
public lighting.

But it emerged last

which had been esti-
mated last December at
€6.9 million - has been
cut by €2.7m to just
€4.2m.

That decision has thrown
the future of the Corn-
market Street revamp
into doubt. A €1m fund-
set aside to advance
theproject was slashed
to just €41,000.

The city's regional traffic
management fund was
also slashed from
€790,000 to €90,000.
The latest cutbacks are
in the National Roads
Authority block grant for
the upkeep and mainte-
nance of primary routes
in the city.

Mr Buttimer tried to quiz

and how they will impact
on agreed projects. But
officials remained tight-
lipped.

He called last night for
engineers in the coun-
cil's roads directorate to
bring forward a new pro-
gramme of work based
on the current project
grant.

"This information should
be made available be-
fore polling day so that
the people of Cork are
aware of the true nature
of cuts being imposed on
the city," he said.

Despite the cutbacks,
city officials have given
assurances that a
€500,000 upgrade of the
St Luke's junction on the

month
2009

roads budget -

that the city's

city officials on Monday
on the nature of the cuts,

north side of the city will
not be affected.

Do you know any Irish News? Have you seen any great (or bad) Irish Films, read any Irish books, or
listened to any Irish music that you would like to tell us about? Being attuned to the culture of Ireland
is a great way to keep in touch with our familial roots. Please feel free to tell us what you think about

all things Irish!

Irish Movie Review—The Magdalene Sisters

In The Magdalene Sisters (2002),
director Peter Mullin examines
one of Ireland's more recent
tragic and disturbing episodes in
the history of a country that has
seen more than its share of trag-
edy and turmoil. Exposing the
true story of a system where ‘bad
girls’, some of whom may have
done nothing more than behave
flirtatiously, could be locked away
for an indeterminate number of
years with no chance for ‘appeal’,
Mullin follows the experiences of
three such unlucky
souls. Through the eyes of these
young women, cast out by both
society and their own families and
sent to one of Ireland’s Catholic-
run ‘Magdalene Laundries’, Mullin
unfolds a stirring tale of the hard-
ships, forced labour, humiliations
and endless abuse these women
suffered at the hands of the Nuns

and Priests who were charged with
their care.

Heartfelt and moving, this film is
told entirely from the viewpoint of
the young women, verified by per-
sonal accounts of the women who
finally managed to leave the facili-
ties. While offering a frightening
view of what actually happened, no
attempt is made to define or ex-
plain the possible motivation be-
hind the actions of the Magdalene
Sisters or the Priests involved in
the scandal. Mullin has chosen his
actors well as the main characters
are well-developed and portrayed
with an intense yet sympathetic
style. This movie will, at times,
break your heart, enrage you, and
leave you wondering how it could
be possible that the Magdalene
Laundries managed to continue

into the mid-1990s before steps
were finally taken to shut them all
down.

By Marilyn and Shauna Driscoll.

Rating: 4 shamrocks out of five!

dedededec

The Magdalene
Sisters (2002)

Based on True

Events

Winner — Best Pic-
ture, Venice Film

Festival




THE SHAMROCK—MEMBER’S SUBMISSIONS

The Young Achiever Award Goes To...

Congratulations to 11
year old Daniel O’Dris-
coll from Llandaff, Car-
diff, Wales, son of Don
and Angela O’Driscoll
who not only captained
the winning team in his
Under 11s rugby side
recently, but also won a
poem writing competition
in order to become “the
Bard” at his recent
school Eisteddford!
Daniel's poem, entitled
“Feelings” is below. We
could have another
Shakespeare or Brian
O'Driscoll in the making!

Feelings

Sadness is a rain
shower, inside your
head,

Brought on by pain and
death and dread.

It brings tears like dia-
monds to your eye,
Causing you to weep
and cry.

Love whispers secrets in
your ear,

Meant for only you to
hear.

It brings loving kisses to
your heart,

Then hits you with a poi-
son dart.

Happiness beams like
the morning sun,

It urges you to have
some fun.

It's the essence of purest
glee,

The happiest thing in
history.

Anger is a dragon
breathing tongues of
flame,

Forcing you to play its
evil game.

Boiling inside destroying
control,

Ripping your conscience,
leaving a huge hole.

Excitement is a huge
bouncy ball in us all,
It's always been there
never small.

It makes you ignore
doom and gloom,

And quickly run around
the room.

The most confusing thing

on earth is stress,
It comes and ravages,
making a mess

Another Reunion!

Destroying order in your
mind,

Like an anarchist of the
supernatural kind.

Greed always just needs
more,

Grabbing with its selfish
claws.

Ripping things away
from us,

Causing terrible havoc
and fuss.

Fear is that bump in the
middle of the night,
Creeping up behind you,
dealing a huge fright.
Biting away your confi-
dence leaving you afraid,

It takes all your courage
and makes it fade.

A horrible thing is the
feeling of guilt,

When promises are
broke and blood is spilt.
It makes you ache and
makes you sick,

And forces you to apolo-
gise quick.

With all these feelings
whirring round our heads
It's a wonder we're not
all in coffins, stone dead
But without our feelings
what would we be

Ask someone else just
don't ask me!

The descendents of John
and Catherine
(Donoghue) Driscoll will
gather on June 13 & 14,
2009 in Cedar Rapids,
lowa for their family reun-
ion, which has been held
for over 70 years. The
family now gathers every
two vyears instead of
every year at Daniel's
Park in Cedar Rapids.
This years theme is
“Pirate Party”! Many
attend wearing pirate
“garb”.  Prizes will be
given for the “best
dressed” Pirate. Esti-
mated attendance is

The lowa Driscoll Family Reunion from 2007. The theme was “Hawaiian Luau”.

100+ Driscolls!
This year’s reunion will be held June 13 & 14 with the theme “Pirate Party”.




THE SHAMROCK—MEMBER’S SUBMISSIONS

Cousins Reunited

Did you ever hear the
one about the English-
man who didn’t meet his
cousins until he was 81
years of age? No, it's
not a joke. This actually
happened to John Dris-
coll of Yorkshire, a regu-
lar visitor to the annual
clan gathering in Balti-
more, when he recently
made a relatively short
car journey to Leicester-
shire. The background
to this extraordinary first
meeting is as follows.

John’s dad Timothy left
Ireland a few years ei-
ther side of 1920 and
eventually settled in
Yorkshire, England. It is
believed his family
thought he had gone to
America so quite how &
why he ended up in ex-
otic  Yorkshire, isn't
known!  Whatever the
reason, he seems to
have lost contact with his
siblings (he was one of

seven) at this time apart
from his brother, Jack,
who made his way to
Australia.

Timothy didn't talk a
great deal about his life
in Ireland but he did
speak fondly of his
younger sister Agnes
whose name he had
tattooed on his arm and
after whom he named
his only daughter. Unbe-
known to Timothy, his
sister Agnes actually
emigrated to England
herself in 1938 and set-
tled in the Northampton-
shire area. It is a touch
sad that Timothy &
Agnes spent around 25
years living not more
than 90 miles away from
each other without ever
knowing it.

Fast forward to 2004 and
John’s grandson Paul
wrote a ‘blind’ letter to

the farm near Dri-
moleague where Timo-
thy had lived as a boy.
Paul & John were both
surprised and delighted
to receive a reply from
the current occupant
Finn who is, in fact,
John’s second cousin.
This led to a meeting
between John & Finn in
2005 and this was to be
John’s first ever meeting
with a relative from his
father’'s side of the fam-
ily. Unfortunately further
attempts to track down
any first cousins re-
mained fruitless and
John & Paul were re-
signed to the fact that it
just wasn't going to hap-
pen.

Last year however, one
of Agnes’ daughters,
Margaret, accompanied
by daughters of her own,
arrived at Skibbereen
Heritage Centre looking
for information on Agnes’

From left to right: Elizabeth, Catherine, Margaret and John

family. A copy of the
1901 census return for
the family was quickly
found at which point the
staff realised the family
connection with Finn at
Drimoleague and a
meeting between Mar-
garet & Finn was ar-
ranged. Finn duly fur-
nished Margaret with all
the information he had
on Agnes’ family, in-
cluding Paul's contact
details, which ultimately
led to John meeting his
cousin Margaret & her
sisters  Elizabeth &
Catherine on 2" May
2009 - surely setting
some kind of record for
a first meeting between
cousins!!??

Now that contact has
been re-established
between these two
branches of Agnes’ &
Timothy’s family, there
won't be quite as long
to wait for the next re-
union.  John will be
making the trip to Balti-
more again this year,
accompanied by his
grandson Paul, while
Margaret will be attend-
ing the gathering for the
first time with her
daughters Monica &
Julie.

The newly discovered
cousins would like to
give special thanks to
Finn & the Skibbereen
Heritage Centre for
their help in making this
reunion possible.

Paul Driscoll
UK







